
 

 

 
 

MINUTES 
PUTNAM COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

APRIL 7, 2020 
 

Pursuant to Governor’s Executive Order No. 16 and in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Open, Public 
Regular Meetings of the Putnam County Regional Planning Commission was conducted via 

teleconference at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 5, 2020.  The meeting was also broadcast live stream on 

the following Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/HighlandsPlanning.   
 
Members on the teleconference were Chairman Jere Mason, Vice-Chairman Dale Moss, Secretary Mike 
Atwood, Jeff Jones, David Mattson, Jim Martin, Phil Wilbourn, and Ron Williamson.  Ted McWilliams was 
absent.   Others present were Planning Director Kevin Rush, Planning Commission Engineer Patrick 
Rinks, Charles Whittenburg (Whittenburg surveying), Chris Vick (Vick Surveying), unnamed 
representative of Stonecom Communications and Jim Herrin of the Herald-Citizen. 
 
Planning Director Rush stated that once Chairman Mason called the meeting to order, that he would 
facilitate the meeting as he was the one running the teleconference software.  All votes would be by roll 
call vote. 
 
ITEM    1:  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairman Jere Mason called the meeting to order after a quorum was established. 
 
ITEM    2:  APPROVE THE APRIL 7, 2020 AGENDA 
The meeting agenda was approved by voice vote upon a motion by Jim Martin. 
 
ITEM  3:  MINUTES OF THE FEB 4, 2020 MEETING 
Jeff Jones moved to approve the February 4, 2020 Minutes after noting that the March meeting was 
cancelled due to the early morning March 3rd tornado that severely damaged the Double Springs area of 
the county.  Motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 
 
ITEM    4:  REVIEW OF APPROVED PRELIMINARY PLATS 
Revised Westowne Estates Preliminary Plat, Whittenburg Surveying.  Conditional preliminary 
approval 7/10/18. 
 
ITEM    5:  OUTSTANDING LETTERS OF CREDIT:   Larry Hatfield (Pembrooke Pines S/D) LOC 
$200,000 Expires 8/6/2020  

ITEM  6:  ACCEPTANCE OF NEW STREETS:  NONE 
 
ITEM    7:  REPORT ON ADMINISTRATIVELY APPROVED PLATS:  

A. DONNA BUSSELL GAW DIVISION, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
Line adjustment on Burgess Falls Road from parcel 084-072.02. 
 

B. ALAN & SARAH CUNNINGHAM DIVISION, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
Created one flag lot with on Nashville Hwy from parcel 056-016.00 with a portion being in the 
city of Baxter.  This was administratively approved by both jurisdictions. 
 

C. COMBINATION OF LOTS 90, 92, AND 93 OF THE BLUFFS AT CUMBERLAND COVE, 
MID-STATE SURVEYING 
Combined into one lot parcels 105L-A-090.00, 105L-A-092.00, and 105L-A-093.00 on 
Eastridge Pass. 

https://www.facebook.com/HighlandsPlanning
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D. DARRIN NELSON PROPERTY, VICK SURVEYING 

Created one lot with on Paran Road from parcel 008-053.03 with remainder being added to 
adjoining tract. 
 

E. KELLY BRYANT DIVISION, MAPLES SURVEYING 
Created one lot with on Cumby Road from parcel 029-014.08. 
 

F. POSTON – VILLAGE ROAD DIVISION, CLINTON SURVEYING 
Created one lot with on Village Road from parcel 018-060.00. 
 

G. WHITSON DIVISION, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
Created one flag lot on Clemmons Road from parcel 038-022.02. 
 

H. TENNA FLAT AND TAMMY DAVIS DIVISION FINAL PLAT, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
This two lot subdivision is from parcel 017-035.00 on Dyer Long Road.  The mobile home on lot 2 
violates the front setback.   
 

I. ALLISON JARED DIVISION FINAL PLAT, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
This is creating one lot from part of parcel 036-032.00 on Bryant Ridge Road.  There are two mobile 
homes on the lot.   
 

J. LOT 1 OF BEN HERRON PROPERTY FINAL PLAT, VICK SURVEYING 
This is a 0.92 acre lot from parcel 031-016.01 on McBroom Chapel Rd.  The house violated the front 
setback.  There will be more than 5 acres remaining. 
 

K. LOT 1 OF CARL M CREEL PROPERTY FINAL PLAT, VICK SURVEYING 
This is a 0.73 acre lot from parcel 020-035.00 on Forrest Hill Rd.  There were two sheds that violated 
the side setback.  There will be more than 5 acres remaining. 
 

L. JONATHAN & JENNA MEDLEY AND  KENT & HELEN HARE FINAL PLAT, 
WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
This is a line adjustment between parcels 029-075.09 and 029-075.11 on Carlisle Rd. 
 

M. SHIRLEY LUNSFORD DIVISION FINAL PLAT, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
This is a line adjustment between parcels 095-046.07 and 095-043.03 on Long Lane Rd. 
 

N. LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT, LOTS 5 AND 6 OF OAK WOOD EAST SUBDIVISION FINAL 
PLAT, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
This is a line adjustment between lots 5 and 6 of Oak Wood Ease Subdivision (parcels 086-034.13 and 
086-034.12 on Maxwell Landing. 
 

O. TIM NASH DIVISION FINAL PLAT, VICK SURVEYING 
This is a 0.92 acre lot from parcel 017-048.04 on Chester King Rd.   There will be more than 5 acres 
remaining. 
 

P. FARLEY DIVISION FINAL PLAT, MAPLES SURVEYING 
This created a 1.442 ac lot with house and building from 082-055.00 on Seven Springs Rd. 
 

Q. EDWARD AND CANDY HENLEY DIVISION FINAL PLAT, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
This is a 0.90 acre lot from parcel 112-026.03 on Warren Henley Rd.   There will be more than 5 acres 
remaining. 
 

R. GARY BUSH DIVISION FINAL PLAT, MAPLES SURVEYING 
This is a 2.00 acre flag lot from parcel 004-026.01 on Fairview Rd.  There will be more than 5 acres 
remaining. 
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ITEM 8:  SUBDIVISION PLATS:  
 

A. WINDOW CLIFF VILLAGE PRELIMINARY PLAT, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 
This is a plat to create ten lots at the corner of Baxter Road and Window Cliff Rd from parcel 
093-039.00.  Lots 1-8 will front on Window Cliff Rd and lots 9 and 10 will front on Baxter Road.  
Lots 1-8 will range in size from 0.46 ac to 0.58 ac.  Lots 9 &10 are 3.0 ac.  There is a fire 
hydrant installed at the corner of Baxter Road and Window Cliff Rd.  There is a second 
proposed hydrant on Window Cliff Rd, across from lot 5. This was deferred at the last meeting 
for the surveyor to add topographic contour lines to the plat. 

 
Patrick Rinks stated that there may need to be a drainage easement on the final plat.  After some 
discussion of other subdivisions that contained ponds that became an issue later, Dale Moss moved to 
grant preliminary plat approval.  Motion was seconded and approved on a roll call vote with Chairman 
Jere Mason, Vice-Chairman Dale Moss, Secretary Mike Atwood, Jeff Jones, David Mattson, Jim Martin, 
Phil Wilbourn, and Ron Williamson voting yes.  Ted McWilliams was absent. 
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B. AUTUMN WOODS SUBDIVISION PRELIMINARY PLAT, VICK SURVEYING 
The Autumn Woods Subdivision Plat shows 102 lots ranging from 048 acres to 2.3 acres on 74.59 
acres on Cumby Road.  This subdivision will most likely be a phased development.  There will be four 
new roads with two entrances off Cumby Road.  One of the proposed road will be a cul-de-sac that 
exceeds the maximum length allowed.  It will be approximately 1600 feet, which is 400 feet longer than 
allowed.   

 
Discussion on this subdivision revolved around the length of the cul-e-sac on the southern part of the 
subdivision.  Patrick Rinks stated that we have required a cul-de-sac turnaround on cul-de-sacs longer 
than 1200 feet.  There was also some concern about the utility district being able to provide water to 
an additional 100 lots.  Chris Vick stated that they are working on soils of the proposed lots and this 
would be done in phases. 
 
Phil Wilbourn moved to grant preliminary plat approval subject to the plan and profile of the roads 
being submitted, and an additional cul-de-sac turnaround on the long dead end street shown. Phil 
Wilbourn amended the motion to add documentation from the utility district that they can adequately 
water supply for domestic use and fire protection to all the lots shown.  Amended motion was seconded 
and approved on a roll call vote with Chairman Jere Mason, Vice-Chairman Dale Moss, Secretary 
Mike Atwood, Jeff Jones, David Mattson, Jim Martin, Phil Wilbourn, and Ron Williamson voting yes.  
Ted McWilliams was absent. 
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C. LEE SUBDIVISION PRELIMINARY PLAT, VICK SURVEYING 

The Lee Subdivision Preliminary Plat shows 9 lots ranging from 0.75 acres to 1.02 ac. From parcel 
097-016.00 at the Cherry Creek Road – Roberson Cemetery Rd intersection.  The roads have had 
gravel down for the last few months. The plat shows a 6 inch waterline on Cherry Creek Road and a 
proposed 6 inch waterline along Roberson Cemetery Road.  Two proposed fire hydrants are shown on 
the plat, one on each road. 

 
Patrick Rinks stated that this subdivision might have water drain to a pond on the neighbor to the west 
(the natural flow of the site) and a drainage easement may be needed along the swale shown on the 
plat, as water appears to stand in low area draining to pond.  Chris Vick stated that the pond is not for 
cattle and the addition of houses to the lots would probably not greatly change the amount of water 
flowing off site and into the pond since these lots are all above an acre in size. 
 
Jeff Jones moved to accept the preliminary plat as presented.  Motion was seconded and approved 
on a roll call vote with Chairman Jere Mason, Vice-Chairman Dale Moss, Secretary Mike Atwood, Jeff 
Jones, David Mattson, Jim Martin, Phil Wilbourn, and Ron Williamson voting yes.  Ted McWilliams 
was absent. 
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D. REVISED BLACKBURN FARMS PRELIMINARY PLAT, WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 

From the December 2019 minutes:   
The subdivision consists of 6 lots on 3.26 acres at the corner of Kinniard Rd 
and Free Hill Rd. from 027-088.00.  The lots will be served by 4 inch water 
lines and will require sprinklers.  Lots will range 0.47 ac to 0.70 acres.  The 
remainder of the tract will be over 5 acres. The lots have been soil approved, 
by TDEC. 
 
Mike Atwood moved to approve the final plat as presented, subject to all 
signatures.  Motion was seconded and approved unanimously.  

This is the plat approved in December: 

 
They have run into some soil issues with TDEC.  The plat has now been revised by adding some to the 
rear of the lots and a lot to the northwest for a total of 7 lots.  Due to the changes, this plat will need 
preliminary approval again. 
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Charles Whittenburg stated previously approved plat had not been recorded.  Mike Atwood moved to 
accept the revised preliminary plat as presented.  Motion was seconded and approved on a roll call 
vote with Chairman Jere Mason, Vice-Chairman Dale Moss, Secretary Mike Atwood, Jeff Jones, David 
Mattson, Jim Martin, Phil Wilbourn, and Ron Williamson voting yes.  Ted McWilliams was absent. 
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E. DRAINAGE EASEMENT REMOVAL LOT 73 OF HICKORY FLATTS SUBDIVISION, 

WHITTENBURG SURVEYING 

This request is to remove a drainage easement from lot 73 of Hickory Flatts Subdivision.   
Neither the minutes of the April 2006 meeting, where the preliminary plat was approved, nor the April 
2007 meeting, where the final plat was approved, specifically noted a need for a drainage easement 
on this lot.  Based on the elevation data provided on this revised plat, I am not sure that the easement 
actually functions to move water across the lot in either direction.  The absolute high point is on the NW 
corner of the lot on Pear Ave while the absolute low point is on the SW corner with Marti and Jennifer 
Neill. 
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This is from the recorded plat:

 
Staff sent pictures of the site to the members before the meeting.  The request is to allow the drainage 
easement to be moved into the setback and the developer be required to create a small swale to 
accommodate the flow of water.  Patrick Rinks stated that in 2006 the drainage easement was located 
on the plat before the curb cut was installed on Pearl Ave.  Based on the topography shown on the plat 
and based on a site visit, this lot is the lowest area of all the surrounding area and the drainage 
easement is not functioning as intended and will not move water across the lot nor store water on the 
lot.  Patrick Rinks stated that in his opinion, this lot would be better off with no house being built on it 
as it may have standing water when it rains, depending on the amount and duration of the precipitation.  
Discussion centered on removing the drainage easement but requiring a prominent plat note stating 
the lot may be subject to standing water. 

 
Phil Wilbourn moved to approve the revised plat to remove the drainage easement but add a plat note 
stating the lot may be subject to standing water.  Motion was seconded and approved on a roll call vote 
with Chairman Jere Mason, Vice-Chairman Dale Moss, Secretary Mike Atwood, Jeff Jones, David 
Mattson, Jim Martin, Phil Wilbourn, and Ron Williamson voting yes.  Ted McWilliams was absent. 
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F. LOT 1 OF THE TORY AND APRIL DIX PROPERTY,  VICK SURVEYING 

This is to create one lot at the end of Riley Lafever Rd.  The county road ends near or at the property 
line.  No water line is shown on the plat.  The house shown on the plat is not yet shown on the tax maps 
or aerials.  Surveyor has noted the exact end of the county road.   

 
Chris Vick stated that they are creating this lot from the farm for financing purposes.  The house shown 
on the plat is under construction and almost complete.  They purchased an adjoining lot to the north so 
the farm has access to the county road.  The discussion centered on the private drive being used by 
another property owned by Riley Hedgecough.  Chris Vick stated that there is not a recorded 
ingress/egress easement to the Hedgecough parcel. 

 
Mike Atwood moved to approve the plat subject to adding all of the driveway to the house onto the lot, 
the addition of an ingress/egress easement and recording of a maintenance agreement for the 
easement.  Motion was seconded and approved on a roll call vote with Chairman Jere Mason, Vice-
Chairman Dale Moss, Secretary Mike Atwood, Jeff Jones, David Mattson, Jim Martin, Phil Wilbourn, 
and Ron Williamson voting yes.  Ted McWilliams was absent. 
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ITEM 9:  Postponed Discussion Items. Drainage discussion amendment. 
 
ITEM 10:  Postponed OTHER BUSINESS:  Letter to county commissioners with regard to zoning. 

 
ITEM 11:  Postponed STAFF REPORTS 

 Report from Chairman  

 Report from Planning Commission Engineer 

 Report from Planning Director 

 Report from other Members 

 
ITEM 12:  ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned by mutual consent. 
 
 
 
___________________________    _________________ 
Chairman        Date 
 
 
_____________________________    _________________ 
Secretary        Date 


